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New Pathways Welcome
Visitors at Wartinger Park
Submitted by Jill Kincer

If you haven't visited or driven past
Wartinger Park recently, you are in
for a very nice surprise! Late in the
fall of 2017, the City of Beavercreek
completed a long awaited project—
paved walking paths—throughout
the park. Now that spring is here and
nice days await, the park is ready to
welcome you and your family to take
a stroll, no matter how you or a family
member may get around. It will make
convenient access for baby strollers
and those who may have special
needs, i.e., wheelchairs, walkers,
etc. The paths wind about the park,
leading the visitor to the various
cabins where the informational signs
can be easily accessed.
In 2014, the citizens of Beavercreek
voted to support a levy that would
raise funds for Beavercreek's City
Parks. In the plans presented to the
voters at that time, one item was the
construction of paved pathways at
Wartinger Park in 2017. The promise
was kept, and the results are so
welcoming.
"We are very excited to have the
pathways complete at Wartinger
Park," shares Kim Farrell, Parks
Superintendent for the City of

Beavercreek. "This project was many
years in the making, but worth it. Our
department was able to complete this
project with funds from the passage
of the City Parks levy." Kim further
states, "We are proud to be "Taking
Care of What We Have"—which by
the way was the message promised
during the levy campaign.
The preferred parking for
casual visits to Wartinger Park is
immediately behind the Fire Station
on Kemp Road, just in front of the
barn. The old park entrance off of
Kemp is now closed to traffic as it
was paved to be part of the walking
path project, no longer for motor
vehicles. For large events, people
parking in the Board of Education lot
immediately adjacent to the park will
discover that the path from that lot to
the park is now also nicely paved and
much more friendly to traverse.
Take the time to stop by for a stroll!
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What, Pray Tell, is a Pike?

Submitted by Jeanne Wensits

I’ve lived in and around Beavercreek for a good
number of years and have occasionally found myself
puzzled by street signs here and there, such as
Wilmington Pike. Little by little I’ve determined that
the word “pike” apparently is a shorthand, spacesaving way to indicate a “turnpike.”
It’s interesting to note that the term “turnpike”
comes from the British, referring to a long staff (or
pike) that acts as a swinging barrier or tollgate. (Get
it? Turnpike: a road with a “pike” that “turns” across
it.) In early nineteenth century America, “turnpike”
specifically meant a toll road with a surface of earth
and gravel. This surface was much superior to the
often muddy conditions that frequently bogged
down travelers using primitive animal and Indian
paths. Many Beavercreek farmers found gravel
beds in their fields as material for improving local
roads, and digging up the gravel was work for
children and a source of cash. Later, when it became
apparent that it was difficult for many local residents
to develop and maintain roads, private turnpike
companies were developed to take on these duties
for the right to collect fees from travelers. Early on,
tolls were collected every few miles at a gate near a
gatekeeper’s house. Everything from freight wagons
to ducks, geese and pigs – lots of pigs – was counted
for a charge. Humans on foot went free.
In much of its youth, Dayton-Xenia Road was a
pike. In 1799 William Maxwell, the first printer and
publisher in the Northwest Territory, moved his
family from Cincinnati to Dayton, then a military
outpost. Having no reliable means to reach his
property southeast of Alpha, Mr. Maxwell hired some
discharged soldiers in Dayton to help cut a road to
Alpha, a distance of about ten miles. The road was
later extended into Xenia to further allow travel and
commerce between these communities. The present
Dayton-Xenia still follows parts of that original road.
At one time Greene County had a network of toll
roads and it could be quite costly for lengthy trips
and heavy loads. The toll roads were conveniently
named to indicate the town or towns toward which
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one was traveling. Let’s say that during the turnpike
heydays you wanted to travel from Xenia and head
toward the Beavercreek area. One choice would be
to take Dayton-Xenia Pike west. Soon you would
probably encounter a toll house and a choice to
turn right onto Dayton Pike or proceed straight
onto Alpha-Shakertown Pike. At the next junction
your choices were Alpha-Shakertown-Dayton Pike
or Beavercreek-Sugarcreek Road and chances are a
toll house would again come into play. Both of these
routes skirted Mr. Harbine’s mill and crossed the
Little Beaver Creek and then Factory River Road. As
you traveled, the tolls kept adding up.
It’s not surprising that some citizens feared turnpikes
operators would become “engrossing monopolists”
who would charge travelers exorbitant tolls or
abuse eminent domain privileges. Others simply
didn’t want to pay for travel that was formerly free.
Legislators at this point wrote numerous restrictions
into turnpike charters. Toll gates, for example,
often could be spaced no closer than every five
or even ten miles. This regulation allowed some
users to travel without encountering a toll gate and
reduced the practice of dodging toll gates known
as “shunpiking.” Turnpike operators sometimes
petitioned authorities for stiff penalties against those
wily shunpikers. It wasn’t until 1910 that a law was
passed which made it mandatory for all counties to
take over all toll roads within their boundaries.
So now in 2018, when you’re driving swiftly over
these venerable paths, you might want to reflect
upon all the freight wagons and pigs that have
traveled there, lo those many years ago.

Save the Date for
Quite a Special Quilt Show
What does it take to have a quilt show with the title
Quite a Special Quilt Show? Well, it takes quite a
special person who created each of the 26 quilts that
will be on display. And that person is Bob Zimmer.
Bob is an unique, upbeat and energetic 93 yearold who's been an active and valued supporter of
the Beavercreek Historical Society for many years,
taking on many roles within the organization. He
also happens to make quilts—beautiful quilts. And
he'll be publicly sharing his entire collection for
the very first and only time at our Quite a Special
Quilt Show on Saturday, June 9 from 11:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. It will be held at the Tobias-Zimmer Barn
at Wartinger Park as a special fund raiser for the
Beavercreek Historical Society. The log homes will
also be open for tours as part of the day's activities.
Admission will be $5, with children 12 and under
free. Mark your calendars now so you don't miss it!
Bob relates that back in 1969, he began to urge his
late wife to create a handmade quilt as a gift for
each of their five children. After a while, he says, she
informed him that if the children were to each have
a quilt, he would need to be the one to make them.
So he began by purchasing a Paragon quilt kit

Saturday, June 9, 2018
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Wartinger Park's
Tobias-Zimmer Barn

at Rike's and discovered he needed lots of time and
much help from his wife to complete that first one
in 1970. He completed more quilts from the kits, and
then got creative and began making applique and
patch quilts from scratch. The first applique from
scratch, his Grapes Medallion quilt, was six years in
the making, completed in 1997. There are 1,200 single
grapes in clusters on this gorgeous quilt.
All five children received their quilts on their
wedding day. "Now," Bob says, "I want to have the
pleasure of personally presenting a quilt to each
grandchild and great grandchild while I'm still alive!"
So when the doors on the Quite a Special Quilt Show
close at 4:00 p.m. on June 9, the family will gather
in the barn at Wartinger Park that bears the family
name for a private and quite a special and personal
presentation of those 26 quilts to his off-spring.
We are so very appreciative of Bob Zimmer for
his long-time support of our organization and his
willingness to host this event as a fund-raiser. He is
indeed a very special person.
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Two Generations Ago

Submitted by D. Shumway
The Beavercreek Historical Society sends monthly columns to the Beavercreek News-Current about things of
interest fifty years (two generations) ago in Beavercreek and tries to "bring them forward" for relevance today.
This is a summary of the columns covering January, February, and March of 1968.
Happy New Year 1968! Have to mention again
that these columns would not be possible without
the archives of the old Beavercreek News, mostly
stored at the Beavercreek Historical Society. I had
to get into the WSU microfilm archives to find 1968.
If anyone knows the whereabouts of the bound
editions of 1968-69, please contact the Society.
January 1968 saw Beavercreek Township growing;
there were petitions for a new Beavercreek sewer
district, and iconic H. Taylor Plumbing was offering
hookups to the new system. There was also angry
discussion about a water district, but that collapsed
due to public outcry. There was quiet mention of
a public hearing on Fairborn’s interest in annexing
some Beavercreek Township land, a goal that
Fairborn’s mayor said he “would not give up.” 1968
was only four years into what would become a 16
year battle. (The complete saga will be presented at
the Quarterly Meeting April 24th. See back page!)
Farmers & Merchants Bank invites us to open a
Christmas Savings Account, also called "Christmas
Clubs." Today our ubiquitous credit cards make these
unnecessary for most of us. Most, but not all.
Don Phillips, Jerry Benson, and Paul Dunnigan
were appointed to the newly-formed Beavercreek
Township Park Board. BHS superintendent Virlen
Klopfer reported 8,000 students, compared to 1,300
in 1951. Fire Chief Bud Crawford seeks volunteer
firemen. And road superintendent Tom Ferguson
“did a good job” on his 62 miles of road after an 11inch snowfall.
Keith Welsh Realty hosts an open house at its
new office on Bellbrook-Fairfield Road, with
Congressman Clarence Brown doing the honors.
Featured houses are offered for $18,500 & $22,500.
The Jaycees push to get protection for the Little
Miami River, with a petition to Columbus to have
it declared a Scenic River. In 1969, the Little Miami
became Ohio’s first State Scenic River, and
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later the first Ohio river to be named a National
Scenic River. The busy Jaycees also conduct a
“Shooter Education Program” sponsored by the
Daisy Manufacturing Company (Daisy as in “You’ll
shoot your eye out.”)
For car buffs: Langs Chevrolet introduces a
“combination family and sports car,” the Camaro!
And in sports, our Edgar (Lefty) McFadden was just
named GM of the new Dayton Gems Hockey Club.
Beavercreek’s Dean Chenoweth of hydroplane racing
was just contracted to pilot national unlimited class.
Dean went on to win four national championships
piloting the famed “Miss Budweiser,” in which he was
killed in 1982.
Planning is completed for the new $1.1 million
Ankeney Junior High School, including a unique
elevator for the handicapped. This era began focus
on disabilities, civil rights, and of course the war.
The year 1968 is covered in the Feb. 2018 edition of
Smithsonian as “the year that shattered America.”
The Sadie Hawkins Day 1968 dance announcements
asks attendees to “dress in hillbilly or briar style.”
The origin? In a 1935 L’il Abner comic strip, an aging
Sadie chases unmarried men, whom if she catches
is forced to become her “husbin” by her father. This
solemn observance is usually held on November 13th.
In grocery ads: Starkist tuna 29¢ a can, Swifts
premium bacon 69¢ a pound, and Mrs. Paul’s fish
sticks, 23 oz, 89¢. Fish sticks were big—my daughter,
age four in 1968, loved them. Not today.
“The Purple Poodle” salon opened on DaytonXenia. Not sure whether this was for dogs or people.
Actually, there were “poodle cuts” in the sixties ... In
any case, it is no more, and Salon de Beaute will put
a “permanent wave” in milady’s hair. Meanwhile,
Airway Fashions advertises “Easter Parade spring
fashions for the woman who is woman enough to
look totally lovely.” I think I’ll just leave it there.

Tool Display Case Goes Through Rehab
An old display case that's been sitting in the barn
at Wartinger Park for what seems like a long time
was found some years ago (exact date unknown),
deserted alongside a sidewalk near the Oregon
District in Dayton and rescued by the daughter of
Bob and Lorraine Wagley. It became the property
of the Beavercreek Historical Society rather than
meeting its fate in a pile of rubble. In recent years, it's
been listing a bit to one end, wobbly and twisted—
certainly not squared. The back of the display case
did not have lockable rear doors—just two very
loose pieces of
masonite that
were wedged
into the area.
Valuable old
tools were
displayed on
the inside,
but they were
vulnerable to
being stolen
by someone knowledgeable of their worth. Three
sides and the top surface of the case are glass, which
fortunately had only one small chunk missing from
an edge near the bottom. However, the glass was
not shatterproof and could've broken off into large
jagged pieces with enough force.
In short—it was a problem. New metal-framed cases
are expensive and do not fit the setting. Old woodenframed cases in good condition are very scarce and
have out-of-sight prices, too. Our crack team of
volunteers (Bob Bader, Bob Kirchoff and Wendell
Kincer) decided to investigate what might need to
be done to restore the case as a safe, secure place to
store our tool collection, particularly when there are
crowded situations in the barn.

close all-over inspection to assess
its actual condition. The tools were unloaded and
stored in a safe secure place, allowing the three
to invert the empty frame (see Photo to left). Sure
enough, as they suspected, there were several badly
rotted sections of the base on which the frame
rested. Luckily, the bottom of the frame itself was
still solid. Restoration seemed a possibility.
Wendell, a woodworker in search of a cool weather
project, volunteered to do the work necessary to
make a new base, square up the sides and make more
authentic looking wooden braces to replace existing
metal strips that supported a glass half-shelf inside
the display case. With that information, the Board
of Trustees voted to approve expending necessary
funds to purchase unbreakable glass and other
supplies needed for the project. Wendell began work
on the project in the late fall, working sometimes
in the barn and sometimes in his home basement,
carrying tools, various boards, measuring devices,
etc. back and forth between the two to get the work
done. (See Photo below.) He can attest to the fact that
the barn doesn't retain a lot of heat!
At this point in time, we are pleased to announce
that the rehab is just about complete. The new
glass has been installed and new lockable sliding
wooden doors in the back of the case are ready for
installation. A nice coat of museum wax has been
applied to the wood, and the new base has been
distressed and stained to look as though it is the
original. We'll be pleased to soon have our rehabbed
case ready to safely display our antique tool
collection. Thanks for the great work!

A-Service Glass was called in to give an estimate on
the first priority—replacing the breakable glass with
safety glass. But before any glass expenditure might
be seriously considered, there needed to be an up-

Do you have an article, photo(s) or item(s) of interest you want featured in the Log by Log? Deadline for
submissions into the next issue is June 15. Email submissions to b.joh88@gmail.com.
Volume 27 • Spring,Page
Issue52

Log by Log

Spinning Happy Memories

Submitted by Amber Carlos

Wartinger Park will soon be filled with the laughter
and curiosity that follows young children through
their days. The Beavercreek Historical Society’s
Living History Program begins very soon. We
are looking forward to driving away some of the
turmoil of our modern world to explore some of the
beautiful memories of our past. Creating wonderful
new memories is a fortunate side effect of shining a
light on Beavercreek’s early beginnings.
Will you come join us in shaping these new
memories? We are seeking volunteers to guide
Beavercreek’s third graders through a few of the
activities they may have experienced back in the
early 1800's. These are simple, everyday projects
that can be accomplished by a third grader in about
20 minutes. If you’ve never participated before,
we encourage you to come and shadow one of
our groups of 3-5 children as they make their way
through the morning’s activities. You can take home
an information sheet that conveys the teaching
points for the activity/activities that interest you.
Then, volunteer one day or many. You choose.
This year’s dates are: April 24 -27, May 2-4, and May
7-11. Each day we'll need one person for each of the
following areas:
Fire Starter: Open the cabins, throw back the
shutters and light the fireplaces; 7:30 a.m. until about
8:30 a.m. (Would need to be a current key-keeper for
Wartinger Park)
Welcome/Opening: Our storyteller conveys the
Harshman family’s story; Arrival time for this would
be 8:20 a.m. until about 9:20 a.m.
Butter Churning: Turning cream into butter; From
8:45 a.m. until Noon.
Finger Knitting: Weaving yarn on your fingers;
From 8:45 a.m. until Noon.
Quilting: Sewing a few squares of fabric together;
From 8:45 a.m. until Noon.
Rag Dolls: Tying a few strings onto a fabric square to
make a quick doll; From 8:45 a.m. until Noon.
Spinning Wool: Showing how a clump of sheep’s
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wool can become thread; From 8:45 a.m. until Noon.
Barn/Garden: Teaching the importance of barter,
storing, preparing grains and then planting a potato;
From 8:45 a.m. until Noon.
If you can volunteer with us to enlighten the
children of Beavercreek and spin some wonderful
new memories, please let me know!
Amber Carlos, Spring Director - Living History
(937) 912-5766 | ambercarlos@hotmail.com

Gone, But Not Forgotten
The historic John Harbine House exists now only
in photos and memories. The house had been the
property of Greene County in recent history, having
been used as a home for adolescents who were not
in foster care. Stricter state regulations meant it
would've taken a great deal of funding to bring the
house up to meet code for that use—more taxpayer
money than the Commissioners felt was available,
which lead to the decision to sell. The only bidder
was the auto dealer who directly adjoined that
property. It was the right of the new owner to do
with it as he pleased, as it was not on any established
National Registry for historic homes. Although
designated as one of Beavercreek's historic homes,

that designation held
no power to regulate
owners' decisions to
change or demolish
such buildings.
The Beavercreek
Historical Society,
being a small, local, non-profit with no large
endowments, could afford neither to purchase the
home nor to maintain necessary upkeep. The Society
is saddened by the loss of this old majestic home.
With your help, however, we will continue to do our
best to preserve as much of Beavercreek’s history as
possible.

Ooops! Did You Remember to Renew?
Sometimes things get busy, some times things get
lost in the shuffle, and time flies by. If you're in one of
those situations and you've neglected to send in your
2018 dues, please take time to send them in now.
Thanks to all of you who have already renewed. We
value each and every one of our members.
If you aren't sure if you sent yours in, simply check
the address label on this newsletter. If it shows Exp
12-31-17, then we most likely haven't received yours.

J O I N TH E

Please note that if you sent them in recently, it
may be that your check and our newsletter crossed
somewhere in the mail. There is a bit of a time lapse
between when we send our information to the
printers and the final mailing of the newsletters.
Here is a short form you can clip and send along with
your check so that are certain we have your correct
information. Thanks!

B eavercreek His torica l Society

T ODAY!

Help preserve Beavercreek’s past for the future. Complete this form and choose your membership type
below. Please write a check payable to Beavercreek Historical Society and mail along with this form to:
1368 Research Park Drive, Beavercreek, OH 45432.
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email: (Please print carefully)
Annual Memberships (Jan. thru Dec.)  $20 Individual

 $25 Family

 $50 Group or Organization OR Lifetime Membership  $500 and above
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UPCOMING
EVENTS
Quarterly Meeting, Apr. 24
Peace Lutheran Church 7:00 p.m.
David Shumway presents The Birth of a City

13 6 8 RES EARCH PARK DRI V E
B EAV E RCRE E K , OH IO 45 43 2
BeavercreekHistoricalSociety.org

Board Meeting Apr. 12, May 10, June 14
1981 Dayton-Xenia Rd. at 6:30 p.m.
Living History Apr. 24-27, May 2-4, May 7-11
Quite a Special Quilt Show, June 9
Wartinger Park 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Log by Log Submission Deadline, June 15
Send to Editor no later than 9:00 p.m.
Annual Ice Cream Social, July 24
Wartinger Park, Zimmer Barn 6:00 p.m.
Quarterly Meeting, Oct. 23
Peace Lutheran Church 7:00 p.m.
Karl Colon presenting the history of the
Beavercreek and Greene County Libraries

Be av e r creek
H i s to ri c al S ociety's
THE

Thank You for your continued support!

Quarterly Meeting

When: April 24, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. | Where: Peace Lutheran Church
Our featured presentation at the April 2018 quarterly meeting will be
“Birth of a City,” a published history of the eighteen-year battle for
the incorporation of the city of Beavercreek.
Longtime resident and author David Shumway will present a
“somewhat personalized” and well-researched account of the
fascinating and acrimonious process by which we became one of
Ohio’s most unique cities. His interest in writing is manifested in
regular columns in the Dayton Daily News opinion pages and the
Beavercreek News-Current “Two Generations Ago” monthly column.
David is a 55 year resident of Beavercreek and a retired Civil Service
and private company engineer. He experienced the full 18 year battle
for incorporation as a community player and active Jaycee member/
officer. He has been married to Sharon for 46 years and has two
children, Jeff and Allyn, and two granddaughters.
All are invited and welcome to attend this presentation.

